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H E R E A S the Plantations and Eftates of this Ifland cannot be fully preamble.
managed, and brought into Ufe, without the Labour and Seivice of
great Numbers of Negroes and other Slaves : And forafmuch as the faid Negroes and other Slaves brought unto the People of this Ifland for that purpofe, are of Barbarous, Wild, and Savage Natures, and fuch as renders them
wholly unqualified to be governed by the Laws, Cuftoms, and Practices of
our Nations: It therefore becoming abfolutely necelfary, that fuch other Conftitutions, Laws, and Orders fliould be in this Ifland framed and enacted for
the good Regulating and Ordering of them, as may both reftrain the Diforders,
Rapines, and Inhumanities to which they are naturally prone and inclined,
with fuch Encouragements and Allowances as are fit and needful to their Support ,• that from both, this Ifland, through the Blefling of God thereon, may
be preferved, His Majefty's Subjects in their Lives and Fortunes fecured, and
the Negroes and other Slaves be well provided for, and guarded from the Cruelties and Infolencies of themfelves or other ill-tempered People or Owners:
T o which Purpofe, Be it Enacted and Ordained by the Right Honourable
Edwi?i Stede^ His Majefty's Lieutenant Governor and Commander in Chief
of this and other the Cbaribbee Iflands, the Honourable the Council, and General Aflembly of this Ifland, and by Authority of the fame, That no Mafter,
Miftrefs, Commiffioner, or Overfeer of any Family in this Ifland, fliall give
their Negroes or other Slaves leave on Sabbath-days, Holy-days, or any
other time, to go out of their Plantations, except fuch Negro or other Slave
as ufually wait upon them at Home or Abroad, and wearing a Livery ; and
no other Negro or Slave, except with a Ticket under the Mafter or Miftrefs's
Hand, or fome other Perfon by his or her Appointment, fpecifying the time
allowed for his or her Return, upon Pain of forfeiting for every Negro or
other Slave, fo licenfed to go Abroad, Two Shillings and Six Pence Sterling ;
Half of the faid Fine to be to the Informer, and the other to the Publick
Treafury. And if any Mafter, Miftrefs, Commiffioner, or Overfeer of a Plantation, fliall find any Negro or other Slave in their Plantation at any time
without a Ticket, or Bufinefs from his faid Mafter, and doth not apprehend
them, or endeavour fo to do ; and having apprehended them, fliall not punifli
them with a moderate Whipping, fliall forfeit Ten Shillings Sterling, to be
difpofed of] as aforefaid.
A N D for that as it is abfolutely neceffary to the Safety of this Place, that
all due Care be taken to reftrain the Wandrings and Meetings of Negroes and
other Slaves at all times, more especially on Saturday Nights, Sundays^ and
other Holy-days, and their ufing and carrying of Clubs, Wooden Swords, or
other mifchievous and dangerous Weapons, or ufing or keeping of Drums,
Horns, or other loud Inftruments, which may call together, or give Sign or
Notice to one another of their wicked Defigns and Purpofes i and that all
Mafters, Overfeers, and others, may be encouraged and enjoyned diligently
and carefully to prevent the fame, Be it Enacted by the Authority aforefaid,
That it fliall be lawful for all Mafters, Overfeers, and other Perfons whatfoever, to apprehend and take up any Negro or other Slave, that fliall be found'
out of the Plantation of his or their Mafter or Owner at any time, efpecially
on Saturday Nights, Sundays^ or other Holy-days, not being on lawful Bufinefs, and with a Letter from their Mafter, or a Ticket, or not having a White
Man with them (except only fuch Negroes or other Slaves as ufually attend
their Mafters, and have on a Livery ) and the faid Negro, or other Slave or
Slaves, correct by a moderate Whipping j and after Notice given to their
's
Mafter.
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Mafter, Owner, or Overfeer, him or them detain, until the faid Mafter,
Owner, or Overfeer pay to the faid Perfon that took him up, Two Shillings
and Six Pence for every fuch Negro or other Slave, he making Oath before
the next Juftice of the Peace (if thereunto required) by the Owner of fuch
Negro or other Slave, that he found or faw no Letter or Ticket with him s
as alfo any Negro, or other Slave or Slaves, met or found out of the Plantation of his or their Mafter or Miftrefs, though with a Letter or Ticket, if he
or they be armed with fuch Clubs, or other offenfive Weapons aforefaid, him
or them fo difarmed, take up and whip, and fliall receive the fame Reward,
as aforefaid, from the Mafter or Owner of fuch Negro, or other Slave or Slaves ,and whatfoever Mafter, Owner, or Overfeer fliall permit or fuffer his or their
Negro, or other Slave or Slaves, at any time hereafter to beat Drums, blow
Horns, or ufe any other loud Inftruments, and fliall not caufe his Negro-Houfes
once every Week to be diligently fearched, and fuch Inftruments, if any be
found, caufe to be burned; or whofoever fliall fuffer and countenance any
pubiick Meeting or Feafting of ftrange Negroes or other Slaves in their Plantations, fliall forfeit Fifty Shillings Sterling for every fuch Offence, upon Conviction or Proof, as aforefaid : Provided an Information or other Suit be commenced within One Month after Forfeiture thereof for the fame.
A N D be it further Enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That every Overfeer
of a Family in this Ifland fliall caufe all his Negro-Houfes to be fearched diligently and effectually once every Fourteen Days for Fugitive and Run-away
Slaves, Clubs, Wooden Swords, and other mifchievous Weapons; and finding any fb, to take them away, and caufe them to be burned; as alfo for
Clothes, Goods, and any other Things and Commodities that are not given them
by their Mafter, Miftrels, Commander, or Overfeer, and honeftly come by j
in whole Cuftody they find any thing of that kind, and fufpect or know to be
ftoln Goods, the fame they fliall feize and take into their Cuftody j and a full
and ample Defcription of the Particulars thereof in Writing, within Six Days
after the Difcovery thereof, to fend to the Clerk of the Parifti for the time
being, who is hereby required to receive the fame, and to enter upon it
the Day of its Receipt, and the Particulars to file and keep to himfelf; and
fliall fet upon the Pofts of the Church-Door a fliort Brief that fuch loft Goods
are found, whereby any Perfon that hath loft his Goods may the better come
to the Knowledge where they are, by further enquiring for ftoln Goods, until
he fliall firft declare what he hath loft, and the Marks and Defcriptions thereof^
and paid him Twelve Pence for the fame 5 by which, if the Clerk fliall be
convinced, that any part of the Goods certified to him to be found, appertains
to the Party enquiring, he is to direct the faid Party enquiring to the Place and
Party where his Goods be, who is hereby required to make Reftitution of
what is in being to the true Owner, upon the Penalties of the Forfeitures of
Twenty Shillings Sterling for every Neglect by the Overfeer or Clerks aforefaid, in any of the Particulars aforefaid.
A N D for the more effectual detecting and puniffiing fuch Perfons that trade
with any Slaves for ftoln Goods, Be it further Enacted, That where any Perfon fliall be fufpected to trade, as aforefaid, any Two Juftices of the Peace, or
thejuftices of the Quarter-Seffions of the Peace, fliall have Power to take from
him fufficient Recognizance not to trade with any Slaves contrary to the Laws
of this Ifland j and if it fliall afterwards appear to thejuftices of the QuarterSeffions, that fuch Perfon hath, or hath had, or (hipped off any Goods fufpected to be unlawfully come by, fuch Perfon being called before the Juftices at the
next Quarter-Seffions following, fliall there be obliged to make reafonable Proof
of whom he bought, or how he came by the faid Goods j and unlefs he do it,
his Recognizance fliall be forfeited.
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A N D be it further Ena&ed and Ordained, That if any Negro or Slave whatfoever mail offer any Violence to any Chriftian, by Striking, or the like, fuch
Negro or other Slave ihall, for his or herfirftOffence, by Information given upon Oath to the next Juftice, be feverely whipped by the Conftable^ by Order of
the faid Juftice; For his fecond Offence of that nature, by Order of the Juftice
of Peace, he fliall be feverely whipped^ his Nofe flit, and be burned in fome
part of his Face with a hot Iron; And for his third Offence he ihall receive, by
Order of the Governor and Council, fuch greater PunHhment as they Ihall
think meet to infliCt.
P R O V I D E D always, That fuch Striking or Conflict be not in the lawful De-~
fence of their Matters, Miftreffes, or Owners of their Families, or of their
Goods.
A N D it is hereby further Ena&ed, That all the Slaves within this Ifland ihall
have Clothes once every Year (that is to fay) Drawers and Caps for Men,
and Petticoats and Caps for Women, upon Pain of forfeiting Five Shillings for
each Slave that Ihall not be clothed, as aforefaid, One Third to the Informer,
the other Two Thirds to His Majefty, for the Ufe of the Poor of the Pariili
where the Offender liveth.
A N D it is further Enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That all Perfons who
fhall hereafter take up any Runaway or Fugitive Negro, or other Slave or
Slaves, not knowing the Matter or Owner of fuch Negro or Slave, and mall
bring them unto the Provoft Marflial, or his Deputy, mall receive Ten Shillings Sterling from the Treasurer for the time being, who is hereby appointed
to pay the lame : And in cafe he Ihall refufe to make the faid Payment upon
Prefentment of the faid Negro, or other Slave or Slaves, and thereof Oath to
be made before any Juftice of the Peace, the faid Juftice is hereby authorized
and required to direct his Warrant to any Conftable, to caufe the Value thereof to be immediately levied out of the Goods of the faid Treafurer, and the
faid Goods to be delivered to the faid Party. And the Negroes fo brought
fhall be kept in the Cage at the Stepping-Stones by the Provoft Marflial, and
not in Goal; which faid Cage is always to be kept in fufficient Repair, at the
publick Charge of this Ifland.
A N D be it further Ena&ed by the Authority aforefaid, That it fhall and
may be lawful for the faid Provoft Marflial to retain and keep in his Cuftody,
as aforefaid, the Body of all fuch Run-aways, until the Owner of them fliall
pay unto the faid Treafurer Eleven Shillings Sterling j and alfo unto the faid
Provoft Marflial Four Pence for every Four and twenty Hours the faid Fugitive
Slave hath been in his Cuftody, and alfo until he have a Diicharge under the
Hand of the faid Treafurer, or his Clerk. And the Turn-key fliall receive
Six Pence for every Negro delivered.
P R O V I D E D always, That the faid Provoft Marflial do furnifli the faid Negroes and other Slaves with fufficient Food and Drink, which is to be proved
upon Oath, if by the Owner of the Negro or other Slaves it fliall be fo required
to be done.
A N D it is further Ena&ed by the Authority aforefaid. That if any of the
faid Slaves fliall die for want of Food, the faid Provoft Marflial fliall be reiponfible for them to the Owners: And if the faid Marflial fuffer any Slave to efcape
before he be duly delivered by a Difcharge in Writing under the Hand of the
abovefaid Treafurer, the Provoft Marflial fliall pay unto him the aforefaid Treafurer, Eleven Shillings, and fliall make further Satisfaction to the Owner, as by
the Governor and Council fliall be thought fit: And if the laid Provoft Marflial fhall fuffer any Slave to be otherwise employed out of the Cage before
due Delivery, as aforefaid, he fliall forfeit for each Slave fo fuffered, as aforefaid, to the Owner thereof, the Sum of Five Pounds Sterling.
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A N D be it further Enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That all fuch Perfons as fhall apprehend and bring down any Run-away Slave or Slaves to
St. Michael's Town unto the Treafurer for the time being, or to the Cage,
ihall, upon fuch bringing down of fuch Run-away Slave or Slaves, deliver
upon Oath to the faid Treafurer, or in cafe of his Sicknefs or .Abfence, to any
Juftice of the Peace, to be by him returned to the Treasurer's Office (before
he fhall receive the Consideration before appointed ) an Account of his Name
and Place of Abode, with the Time when, and Place where he apprehended fuch Fugitive Slave or Slaves; and that he knew of no Ticket the
Negro had, nor the Owner of fuch Negro or Slave, which the faid Treafurer
is hereby required to take and enter into a Book, to the intent that all Owners
of Slaves may come to the right Knowledge and Underftanding when their 4
Slaves were apprehended, and by whom, and whether they might be wrongfully taken upa or not ; and that the Keeper of the Cage, at the Delivery of
any Slaves, do take a Receipt of the Perfon to whom delivered, and there infert the Mark or Defcription of the Slave delivered.
A N D whereas divers evil and ill-difpofed Perfons have hitherto attempted
to fteal away Slaves by fpecious Pretence of promifing them Freedom in another Country, againft which pernicious Practices no Punifhment fuitable hath
been yet provided ; Be it therefore Enacted and Ordained by the Authority
aforefaid, That what Perfon foever fhall directly or indirectly, at any time
after Publication hereof, tempt or perfwade any Negroes or other Slaves to
leave their Mafters or Miftrefles Service to whom they are Slaves, out of an
Intent and Defign to carry away any of them off this Ifland, or to conceal or
entertain any of them upon this Ifland, or howfoever to defraud the faid Mafters or Miftreffes of them, and be thereof convicted by their own Confeffion,
or the Oath of One credible witnefs, fhall be by the Two next Juftices of the
Peace where the injured Perfon lives, whereof One to be of the Quorum, adjudged to pay the Mafter of the faid Negro or other Slave Five and twenty
Pounds Sterling, to be levied as in the cafe of Servants Wages : But in cafe
the Party offending fhall not be found worth Lands, Goods, or Chattels, to
the Value aforefaid, then fhall the Juftice, for fo long time as will recompense
the Party injured for the Twenty five Pounds aforefaid, adjudge him Servant for Five Years to the Party injured, and fo deliver him over to him, and
make a Record thereof: But if any Man mail fo tempt and practife with any
Perfons, Negroes, or other Slaves, and them actually fo attempted, convey
away, or fend off the Ifland, and be after apprehended and convicted for the
fame in this Ifland, he fhall be, by the Two next Juftices of the Peace, as
aforefaid, condemned to pay the Owner of fuch Negro or other Slave, Three
times the Value of him or them, and Execution for the fame from the Two
Juftices to iflue accordingly, as in the cafe of Servants Wages : And if the
Perfon fo offending has no Eftate, then he fliall be ordered by the Juftices to
ferve the Party injured, as aforefaid.
A N D whereas many heinous and grievous Crimes, as Murders, Burglaries,
Robbing in the High-ways, Rapes, Burning of Houfes or Canes, be many times
committed by Negroes and other Slaves, and many times malicioufly attempted
by them to be committed, in which, though by divers Accidents they are
prevented, yet are their Crimes neverthelefs heinous, and therefore deferve
the like Punifliment; and alfo do many times fteal wilfully, kill, maim, or
deftroy One or more Horfes, Mares, Geldings, Cattle, Sheep, or other Quick
or Dead thing of the like Nature, and of the Value of Twelve Pence or above:
And many times by attempting to fteal from the Inhabitants of this Ifland,
Stock, and other Goods before mentioned, of above or under the Value aforefaid, do put fuch Inhabitants, or fome of his Family in Terror, Dread, and
Jeopardy of their Lives, which feveral Offenders for danger of Efcape are not
long to be imprifoned, and being brutilh. Slaves, deferve not, for the Bafenefs
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of their Condition, to be tried by the legal Tryal of Twelve Men of their
Peers or Neighbourhood, which neither truly can be rightly done as the Subjects of England are, nor is Execution to be delayed towards them, in cafe of
fuch horrid Crimes committed : It is therefore Ena&ed and Ordained by the
Authority aforefaid. That when any fuch Crime, as aforefaid, mail be committed, or attempted to be committed, by any Negroes, Slave or Slaves, and
the laid Criminals be apprehended and brought before any of His Majefty*s
Juftices of the Peace within this Ifland, and the Juftices before whom the
Criminals are brought, mall take Security for their Forth-coming, or fend
them to Prifon, and with all convenient Speed fliall joyn with him the next
Juftice of the Peace j and thefe Two fliall, by their Warrant or Precept, call
l to them Three able, good, and legal Free-holders of the Place neareft where
the faid Crimes were committed, and thefe Five Perfons, *viz. the Two Juftices and the Three Free-holders, mall hear and examine all Evidences, Proofs
and Teftimonies, or by violent Circumftances they fliall find fuch Negro, or
other Slave or Slaves, guilty thereof, they fliall give Sentence of Death upon
them accordingly, the faid Free-holders being firft Sworn before the Two Juftices, who are hereby impbwered to adminifter the fame, and forthwith by
their Warrant caufe Execution to be done upon fuch Negro or Negroes, Slave
or Slaves, by fome Negro to be preffed for that purpofe by fome Conftable to
be appointed by Warrant from the faid Juftices.
I T is further Provided, That if any Free-holder fliall make Default to appear upon fuch Summons before the Juftices as is before mentioned, or appearing, refufe to joyn with them, as is before appointed, and do fliew no
Caufe for fuch Default, to be approved by the faid Juftices, then the aforefaid
Juftices do fet a Fine upon him of Fifty Shillings Sterling, forthwith by their
Warrant or Precept to the next Conftable, or what Conftable they fliall think
fit, to levy the fame upon the faid Free-holders, their Goods or Chattels accordingly. And if any Perfon fliall fend off his Negro that hath killed another, he fliall pay unto the Mafter of fuch Negro the Value of fuch Negro (a
killed, as aforefaid.
A N D in regard great Mifchiefs daily happen by the Petty Larcenies, committed alfo by the Negroes and Slaves of this Ifland, Be it therefore Enacted
by the Authority aforefaid, That if any Negro or other Slave fliall hereafter
fteal or deftroy any Goods, Chattels, and Provifions, Canes, or green Corn
whatfoever, of any other Perfons than his Matter's or Miftrefs's, being under
the Value of Twelve Pence, every Negro or other Slave fo offending, and
being brought before fome Juftice of the Peace of this Ifland, upon Complaint
of the Party injured, and fliall be adjudged guilty by Confeffion, Proof, or
probable Circumftances, fuch Negro or Slave fo offending ( excepting Children,
whole Punifhment is left wholly to the Difcretion of the faid Juftice ) fliall be
adjudged by fuch Juftice to be publkkly and feverely whipped, not exceeding Forty Laflies; and the faid Juftice fliall order and caufe the Owner of
fuch Negro or other Slave to make Satisfaction to the Party injured > and if
fuch Negro or other Slave, punifhed, as aforefaid, be afterwards found guilty
of the like Crimes aforefaid, under the Value of Twelve Pence, as aforefaid,
he or they, for fuch his or their fecond Offence, fliall, by Order of the Juftice
of Peace before whom fuch Complaint and Proof is made, have his or their
Nofes flit, and be branded in the Forehead with a hot Iron, that the Mark
thereof may remain ,• and the faid Juftices ihall order the Owner of fuch Negro or other Slave to make Satisfa&ion to the Party injured, double the Value
of what his Lofs fliall appear : And if fuch Negro or other Slave after the fecond time, as aforefaid, be accufed of Petty Larceny, or of any of the Offences before mentioned, fuch Negro or other Slave fliall be tried in fuch manner
as Murder, Burglary, &c. are provided for to be tried ; and if fuch Negro
or other Slave as fliall be tried, fliall be found guilty a third time of any the
Offences
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Offences afore-mentioned, then fuch Negro or cither Slave for that third Offence,
fliall be adjudged to fuffer Death, in the manner as is appointed in Cafes of
Murder, as aforefaid, or other Punifhments as the faid Juftices fliall think fit.
And in cafe the faid Juftices and Free-holders, and any or either of them, fhall
negleft or refufe to perform the Duties by this Aft required of them, they
fliall feverally, for fuch their refpeftive Defaults, forfeit the juft Sum of Five
and twenty Pounds Sterling.
A N r> it is further Enafted, Ordained, and Published by the Authority aforefaid, That if any Negroes or other Slaves fliall make Mutiny or Infurreftion,
or rife in Rebellion againft this Place or People, or make Preparation of Arms,
Powder, Bullets, or Offenfive Weapons, or hold any Council or Confpiracy
of, or raifing Mutihy or Rebellion againft this Ifland, as hath been formerly
attempted, that then, for fpeedy Remedy thereof, the Governor of the Iiland,
or Superior Officer for the time being, appoint a Colonel, and the Field Officers of the Regiment of this Ifland, or any Four of them, to meet in Council,
and proceed by the Martial Law againft the Aftors, Contrivers, Raifers, Fomenters, and Concealers of fuch Mutiny or Rebellion, and them punifli by
Death or other Pains, as their Crimes fliall deferve, as to the aforefaid Colonel and Field Officers, or any Four of them, fliall feem fit.
N o w forafmuch as the Lofs of the Negroes and other Slaves that fliall fuffer Death by this Aft, would prove fo heavy for the Owner of them only to
bear, and that the Owners of Negroes may not be difcouraged to deteft and
difcover the Offences of their Negroes, and that the Lofs may be born by the
Publick, whofe Safety by fuch Punifhments is hereby provided for and intended j Be it Enafted and Ordained by the Authority aforefaid, That in all Cafes whatfoever, where any Negro or other Slave, by the Appointment and
Provifion of this Aft, fliall fuffer Death, then fliall fuch Juftices and Free-holders,
Colonel and Field Officers, who adjudged fuch Negro or other Slave to fuffer
Death, immediately after Sentence thereof given, enquire by the beft Means
they are able, of the Value of fuch Negro or other Slave, in which Value they
fliall never exceed the Sum of Five and twenty Pounds Sterling for any One
Negro or other Slave, and alfo the Damage of the Party injured, and make
Certificate thereof to the Treafurer for the time being, therein requiring the
faid Treafurer to pay out of the Value of the faid Negro or Negroes, the Value of the Damage to the Party injured, and the Overplus, if any be, to the
Owner or Owners of fuch Negro or other Slaves,- and if there be no Party
injured, then the whole Value to the Owner or Owners of the faid Negroes
or other Slaves > and if there be no Party injured, then the whole Value of
the Danger or Dangers of the faid Negro or other Slave out of the Publick
Treafury of this Ifland.
B u T in regard there are fome Mafters and Owners of Negroes and other
Slaves in this Ifland, who do not make fufficient Confcience of providing what
is neceflary for their Negroes or other Slaves, or allowing them time to plant
or provide for themfelves; for which Caufe fuch Negroes or other Slaves are
neceflitated to commit Crimes contrary to the Law,- and yet the Safety of
this Ifland requiring, that fuch Negroes and other Slaves fliall fuffer as the
Law hath appointed, rather than the poor Inhabitants of this Iiland be ruined,
and driven from hence by their means: That therefore fuch Mafters and
Owners of Negroes and other Slaves, whofe Negleft of Negroes and other
Slaves makes them in fome meafure guilty of their Crimes, may not be countenanced therein at the Charge of the Publick, Be it hereby further Enafted
by the Authority aforefaid, That the Juftices and Free-holders appointed, as
aforefaid, to enquire into the Value of fuch Negro or other Slave as they fliall
fentence to Death, fliall alfo further enquire, by Witneffes examined on
their Oaths, or by their good Information, how the Owner or Owners of fuch
Negro or other Slave condemned, as aforefaid, was provided with Provifion
and
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and other Neceflaries, and what Allowances thofe Negroes and other Slaves
had received: And if it fliall appear to the faid Juftices and Free-holders, or
the major part of them, that the faid Mafter or Owner had not provided reasonably, and as is generally accuftomed for Negroes and other Slaves, and that
Neceffity might have compelled the faid Negro or other Slave to the Offences
they have committed, then, and in that cafe, the Juftices and Free-holders, as
aforefaid, fliall certifie the fame to the Treafurer afbrefaid, and only appoint
the faid Treafurer to pay the Damage to the Party injured out of the Value
of the faid Negro or other Slave, and nothing to fuch Mafter or Owner: And
if the Treafurer for the time being (having fufficient Publick Stock in his
Hands ) fliall fail to make Satisfaction and Payment to fuch Mafter or Owner
of any Negro or other Slave, he having the Governor's Warrant for the fame,
the Party injured fliall have an Aftion of Debt, upon fuch Certificate, as aforelaid, againft the faid Treafurer in the Court of Common-Pleas for the Precincts of St. Michael's, drc. And the Treafurer being thereto duly fummoned,
lhall, at the firft Court after Summons, plead and come to Tryal, or elfe
Judgment to pafs againft him by Default j and after Judgment, Execution immediately to iifue for Satisfaction.
A N D in regard the Planters Neceffity doth compel them, for the Management only of their Lands, to keep fo vaft a Stock of Negroes and other Slaves,
whofe defperate Lives and great Numbers become dangerous to them, and all
other the Inhabitants j that therefore fuch who are not bound up by that Neceffity in having Plantations of their own, and hired Land, may not increafe
the Danger to this Ifland, by keeping Negroes or other Slaves to hire out to
others, Be it therefore Enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That no Perfon of
the Hebrew Nation refiding in any Sea-Port Town of this Ifland, lhall keep
or employ any Negro or other Slave, be he Man or Boy, for any Ufe or Service whatfoever, more than One Negro or other Slave, Man or Boy, to be
allowed to each of the Perfons of the faid Nation, except fuch as are denizen'd
by His Majefty's Letters Patents, and not otherwife, who are to keep no more
tnan for their own Ufe, as lhall be approved by the Governor, Council, and
Affembly : And if any Negro, Man or Boy, more than is before allowed by
this Aft, fliall be found Three Months after Publication hereof, in the Cuftody, PofTeffion, or Ufe of any the Perfons aforefaid, then every fuch Perfon or
Perfons fliall forfeit fuch Negro or other Slave; one Moiety of the Value
thereof to whomfoever fliall inform, and the other Moiety to His Majefty, to
the Ufes in this Aft appointed.
A N D whereas divers Negroes and other Slaves at this prefent are, and have
been long fince run away into "Woods and other Faftnelfes of this Ifland, doing
continually much Mifchief to the Inhabitants of this Ifland, hiding themfelves
fometimes in one Place, and fometimes in another, fo that they are not to be
found without much Difficulty ,• Be it therefore Enafted, That from and after
Publication hereof, it fliall and may be lawful for any Juftice of the Peace,
Conftable, or Captain of a Company, within this Ifland, that lhall have Notice
of the Refidency or Hiding-place of any Run-away Negroes, or other Fugitive
Slaves, to raife and arm any number of Men, not exceeding Twenty, to apprehend and take them, either alive or dead. And for every Negro or other
Slave that they fliall take alive, having run away above Six Months from his
Mafter, they fliall receive Fifty Shillings Sterling ; and for every Negro or
other Slave that they fliall take alive, having been run away above Twelve
Months, Five Pounds from the Mafter or Commanders of the faid Negro
or other Slave,- if killed in taking, they ihall receive Fifty Shillings Sterling
from the Publick $ any Aft or Statute heretofore to the contrary notwithftanding.
AND
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A N D it is further Enacted and Ordained by the Authority aforefaid, That
if any Negro or other Slave under Punifljment by his Mafter, or his Order,
for running away, or any other Grimes or Mifdemeanors towards his faid
Mafter, unfortunately lhall fuffer in Life or Member, which feldom happens,
no Perfon whatsoever lhall be liable to any Fine therefore : But if any Man
ihall of Wantonnefs, or only of Bloody-mindednefs, or Cruel Intention, wilfully kill a Negro or other Slave of his own, he lhall pay into the Publick
Treafury Fifteen Pounds Sterling $ but if he fliall fo kill another Man's, he
ihall pay to the Owner of the Negro, double the Value, and into the Publick Treafury, Twenty five Pounds Sterling j and he fliall further, by the next
Juftice of the Peace, be bound to the good Behaviour during the Pleafure of
the Governor and Council, and not be liable to any other Punifliment or Forfeiture for the fame -, neither is he that kills another Man's Negro or other
Slave by Accident, liable to any other Penalty but the Owners A&ion at
Law. But if any poor fmall Free-holder or other Perfon kill a Negro or
other Slave by Night, out of the Road or Common Path, and ftealing, or
attempting to fteal his Provifion, Swine, or other Goods, he lhall not be accountable for it i any Law, Statute, or Ordinance to the contrary notwithftanding.
A N D be it further Enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That all the Fines
and Forfeitures arifing by this A&, fliall be to His Majefty for the Ufe of this
Ifland, according to fuch Ufes and Proportion that in the aforefaid Claufes are
refpe&ively appointed j and fuch thereof as are not otherwife limited and appointed in this AcT:, as are above the Sum of Five Pounds Sterling, lhall be
recovered by Bill, Plaint, or Information, in any of His Majefty's Courts of
Record within this Ifland; and fuch as are of the Sum aforefaid, or under,
lhall be recovered before any Juftice of the Peace within this Ifland, who is
hereby required to grant Execution for the fame, as in the cafe of Servants
Wages ; provided the fame be commenced within Thirty Days after the lame
be forfeited.
A N D Laftly, To the intent this AcT:, and every Claufe aiid Branch thereof,
may receive full Execution, and no Perfon plead Ignorance therein, It is Enacted and Ordained by the Authority aforefaid. That this Act be read and publiflied in all the refpe&ive Parifli-Churches in this Ifland the Firft Sunday in
Februarys and the Firft Sunday in Auguft^ in every Year enfuino.
A N D be it further Ena&ed by the Authority aforefaid, That3all Ads heretofore made concerning or any ways relating to the Governing of Negroes,
Ena&ed before the Date of this Act, lhall be Repealed, and are hereby Repealed to all Intents and Purpofes whatfoever.
Pafs'd the 2th Day of Auguft, 1688.

&°33°» To the Right Honourable the Lieutenant Governor, a Frefent
of One thoufand Founds Sterling.
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